This article is a review of the pollution status of River Beas, India as analysed by different workers over a period of time. River-water pollution is an important environmental problem because it is the main source of water for consumption by humans as well as aquatic species living in the river. Water quality index was determined using nine standard water quality parameters for River Beas and was found to be 60.93. The mean values of dissolved oxygen (DO) (8.82 mg/l), biological oxygen demand (BOD) (0.87 mg/l) and total coliform (1451.60 MPN/100 ml) were found for River Beas in Himachal Pradesh. The mean values of DO (7.29 mg/l), BOD (3.75 mg/l), chemical oxygen demand (COD) (48.89 mg/l) and total coliforms (562.88 MPN/ 100 ml) were also found for River Beas in Punjab. DO, COD, BOD and total coliforms ranges of the river were found above permissible limits of BIS for drinking water.
RIVERS are the essential natural resources for the development of human civilization and are being polluted by industrial and domestic waste discharges, which affect the physio-chemical and microbiological properties of river water. Water quality deterioration is an important problem and it is necessary to monitor the water quality of rivers 1 . The Beas is a tributary of the Indus river system. River Beas originates in the Himalaya in central Himachal Pradesh (HP), India at 32.215N, 77.050E, and an altitude of 2050 m amsl. In HP, River Beas passes through Kullu, Mandi and Kangra. Prominent tributaries of the river are Parbati, Uhl, Lunj, Hurla, Baner and Banganga. On entering the Sivalik hills in Hoshiarpur, Punjab, the river turns to the north forming a boundary with Kangra district, HP. Then bending towards the base of the Sivalik hills, it flows to the south, separating the districts of Gurdaspur and Hoshiarpur in Punjab. After touching Jalandhar district, Punjab, for a short distance, River Beas forms the boundary between Amritsar and Kapurthala in Punjab. It merges with River Sutlej at Harike, Punjab. The length of River Beas is 470 km. It is the habitat of Platanista gangetica minor R., an endangered freshwater dolphin 2 and the smooth-coated otter, Lutrogate perspicillata 3 . Freshwater is most important for the survival of life on earth. It is not only essential for human beings, but also for plants and animals. Water is an essential component of the environment and its management is important for the quality of the environment 4 . Water is also essential for regulation of climate 5 . Hanh et al. 6 developed a water quality index (WQI) to evaluate the quality of surface water in Vietnam. Phadatare and Gawande 7 studied the seasonal changes in water quality. To control the pollution of rivers, their monitoring followed by necessary measures must be undertaken. Yuceer and Coskun 8 studied the water quality of rivers in Turkey. Surface water quality monitoring gives us information about the water status of environment 9 . Sohani and Singh 10 reviewed the water quality of surface water. Phadatare and Gawande 11 reviewed the development of WQI. The present article compiles and statistically analyses data on River Beas.
Water quality parameters
The network of rivers on the earth is an interface between the land and the ocean. Rivers play an important role in controlling the hydrological cycle 12 . Table 1 shows the water quality parameters of River Beas, while Figure 1 shows the map of River Beas. Water of River Beas is alkaline with pH ranging from 7.19 to 7.4. The river water exhibits seasonal variations both in quantity as well as nature of pollution. The trends of water quality parameters of the river for the years 2002 and 2008 were studied by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) 13 . The range of dissolved oxygen (DO) was 5. 
Water quality vis-à-vis the standards

Water quality index
WQI was calculated using nine water quality parameters following Thukral et al. where Q is the quality of each chosen water parameter at a scale of 0 to 100 and W is the weighting factor assigned to each water parameter depending upon its importance. Table 5 shows the rating of water quality and Table 6 shows the WQI of river Beas. The WQI of River Beas was found to be 60.93, which is rated as medium quality water.
Conclusion
The present article shows that the ranges of DO, COD, BOD and total coliform in the river water are above the permissible limits of BIS for drinking water. The WQI of River Beas is rated as good. BOD (0.87 mg/l) of the upper stretch of river Beas (HP) is less than that of the lower stretch (3.75 mg/l; Punjab). Necessary prevention steps should be taken in order to treat the industrial and domestic wastewater, before it is discharged into the river. This will help in protecting the aquatic biodiversity of the river. 
